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(54) DISK DRIVE DEVICE 



(57) A guide member (20) is disposed between a 
body chassis (2) of a disk driving apparatus (1) and an 
electric connection wire (15). The guide member (20) 
moves together with a tray (3) to prevent the body chas- 
sis (2) and the electric connection wire (15) from coming 



into contact with each other and moving. In a state in 
which the tray (3) is sufficiently pulled out from the body 
chassis (2), the guide member (20) projects from the 
tray (3) to prevent the electric connection wire (15) from 
coming into contact with the body chassis (2). 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to a disk driving 
apparatus for driving an information recording disk such 
as a compact disk (CD) and a digital video disk (DVD) 
for reading or writing information from or into the disk. 

BACKGROUND TECHNIQUE 

[0002] One example of a conventional disk driving ap- 
paratus will be explained with reference to Figs. 14 and 
15. 

[0003] A disk driving apparatus 1 comprises a body 
chassis 2 and a tray 3 which can slide with respect to 
the body chassis 2. The tray 3 comprises a tray base 4 
made of synthetic resin, and a thread chassis 5 fitted 
and fixed to the tray base 4. The thread chassis 5 com- 
prises a thread base 6 into which a spindle motor 50 and 
a head driving mechanism are incorporated, and a metal 
cover for covering both upper and lower surfaces of the 
thread base 6. In Fig. 14, a reference numeral 8 repre- 
sents a head, and a reference numeral 9 represents a 
rotary table 9. An auxiliary circuit substrate 12 for con- 
trolling the spindle motor 50 and the head driving mech- 
anism is disposed in the tray 3. 
[0004] Amain circuit substrate 11 is disposed in the 
body chassis 2. A connector 13 of the main circuit sub- 
strate 1 1 and a connector 1 4 of the auxiliary circuit sub- 
strate 12 are interconnected through an FPC (flexible 
printed circuit) 51 . The FPC 51 is formed into a U-shape 
as a whole in which a conductive path is formed on a 
polyester film by printing technique. 
[0005] A first end of the FPC 51 is connected to the 
connector 13 of the main circuit substrate 11 . A straight 
line portion connected to the first end (portion 51 a closer 
to the body chassis) is fixed onto the body chassis 2. 
Astraight line portion (portion 51 b closerto the tray) con- 
nected to a second end of the FPC 51 is once brought 
upward and then is folded back substantially at an angle 
of 1 80° toward the tray 3 as shown in Fig. 1 4. The folded 
back second end 51 b of the FPC 51 is connected to the 
connector 14 of the auxiliary circuit substrate 12. A part 
of the FPC 51 which is folded back at the portion 51b 
closerto the tray toward the tray 3 is formed with a fold- 
ed-back curved portion 19 having a U-shaped cross 
section. 

[0006] When the tray 3 is pulled out from the body 
chassis 2 or pushed into the body chassis 2, the tray 3 
moves and the portion 51b of the FPC 51 closerto the 
tray also moves together, and the folded-back curved 
portion 19 also moves in the same direction at a half 
speed of the moving speed of the tray 3. In this manner, 
even when the tray 3 moves toward or away from the 
body chassis 2, the connected state between the con- 
nector 13 of the main circuit substrate 11 and the con- 
nector 14 of the auxiliary circuit substrate 12 is always 



maintained through the FPC 51 . 
[0007] When rigidity (spring force) of a base member 
of the FPC 51 is excessively high, however, a radius of 
curvature of the folded-back curved portion 1 9 becomes 

5 great and a part of the folded-back curved portion 19 
rises high and this portion abuts an upper lid 2a of the 
body chassis 2 and pushes the same. When the tray 3 
is pulled out from the body chassis 2 or pushed into the 
body chassis 2 in this state, the folded-back curved por- 

10 tion 1 9 comes into contact with the upper lid 2a and it 
becomes difficult for the folded-back curved portion 19 
to move due to friction and thus, the radius of curvature 
of the folded-back curvedportion 19 tries to further in- 
crease. As a result, there is an adverse possibility that 

'5 it becomes difficult to move the folded-back curved por- 
tion 1 9 or a part of the FPC 51 rub against the upper lid 
2a of the body chassis 2 by this movement and is dam- 
aged. 

[0008] To solve this problem, Japanese Patent Appli- 
20 cation Laid-open No. 10-1 99207 discloses a technique 
in which a guide sheet made of polyethylene terephtha- 
late which moves together with the tray is interposed be- 
tween the body chassis and the FPC, thereby prevent- 
ing the folded-back cu rved portion of the FPC from com- 
25 jng into contact directly with and rubbing against the up- 
per lid of the body chassis. 

[0009] However, since the polyethylene terephthalate 
which is a material of the guide sheet used for prevent- 
ing the friction between the body chassis and the FPC 

30 has low bending rigidity, the guide sheet itself is bent by 
the friction with the body chassis, and there is a problem 
that smooth sliding motion of the tray is impaired. 
[001 0] To solve such a problem, when the bending ri- 
gidity of the FPC 51 is lowered by reducing a thickness 

35 of the base member of the FPC 51 or using softer ma- 
terial, the radius of curvature of the folded-back curved 
portion 1 9 becomes relatively small and a case in which 
a part of the FPC 51 strongly pushes the upper lid 2a of 
the body chassis 2 can be avoided. When the tray 3 is 

40 at an unload position, however, a part of the portion 51b 
of the FPC 51 closer to the tray lops from a gap W 
formed between (the lower cover 7b of) the thread chas- 
sis 5 and the body chassis 2, as shown in Fig. 5 and 
protrudes from the thread chassis 5. 

45 [001 1 ] When the tray 3 is pushed into the body chas- 
sis in a state in which the FPC 51 lops from the gap W 
between the thread chassis 5 and the body chassis 2, 
there is an adverse possibility that the lopping FPC 51 
is sandwiched between the body chassis 2 and the 

so thread chassis 5. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] In the disk driving apparatus, when a flexible 
55 electric connection wire, which electrically connects an 
electronic component mounted in the tray and an elec- 
tronic component mounted in the body chassis with 
each other, bends and moves as the tray moves. Thus, 
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shown in Fig.1. 

Fig.5B shows a structure of the guidemember 
shown in Fig. 5A. 

Fig. 6 is a partial front view for explaining that the 
5 body chassis (upper lid) and the tray (thread chas- 
sis) are interconnected through the guide member. 
Fig. 7 is a partial plan view showing a guide member 
of a different structure from the guide member used 
in the disk driving apparatus shown in Fig.1 . 
io Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing a structure of 
slide plate constituting the guide member shown in 
Fig7. 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing a structure of 
a guide plate constituting the guide member shown 
15 in Fig.7. 

Fig. 10 is a partial view from below of the tray (tray 
base) to which the guide member shown in Fig.7 is 
mounted. 

Fig. 11 is a partial side view for explaining that when 
20 the tray Is at the unload position, the slide plate in 
the guide member shown in Fig. 7 prevents the slide 
plate from rising toward the upper lid of the FFC. 
Fig. 12 is a partial side view for explaining that the 
support member mounted to a lower cover of the 
25 thread chassis prevents the FFC from loping from 
a gap W formed between the lower cover 7 and the 
body chassis 2. 

Fig. 1 3 is a partial side view showing a positional re- 
lation between the support member and the FFC 
30 shown in Fig. 1 2 when the tray is at the load position. 
Fig. 1 4 is a diagram of an example of a conventional 
disk driving apparatus as viewed from above, the 
tray is at the unload position, and the upper lid of 
the body chassis is removed for showing the con- 
35 nection of the inside FPC. 

Fig. 1 5 is a partial side view for explaining that in the 
conventional disk driving apparatus, when the tray 
is at the unload position, a part of the FPC lops and 
protrude from the gap formed between the lower 
40 cover of the thread chassis and the body chassis. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

45 (Entire structure of a disk driving apparatus) 



3 

it is an object of the present invention to prevent a part 
of the bent electric connection wire from coming into 
contact with the body chassis and rubbing against the 
body chassis. 

[001 3] To achieve the above object, according to one 
aspect of the present invention, there is provided a disk 
driving apparatus having a body chassis, and a tray 
which can slide between a first position where the tray 
is pulled out from the body chassis and a second posi- 
tion where the tray is pushed into the body chassis, the 
apparatus further comprising a flexible electric connec- 
tion wire for electrically connecting an electronic com- 
ponent mounted to the tray and an electronic compo- 
nent mounted to the body chassis with each other, and 
a guide member disposed between a part of the body 
chassis and the electric connection wire for preventing 
the electric connection wire and the body chassis from 
coming into contact with each other, wherein when the 
tray is separated away from the second position toward 
the first position by a predetermined distance or more, 
the guide member projects from the tray to prevent the 
electric connection wire from coming into contact with 
the body chassis, and when the tray moves toward the 
second position and a distance between the tray and 
the second position becomes the predetermined or less, 
a projecting amount of the guide member from the tray 
is reduced. 

[001 4] Further, the tray can be provided with a support 
member. When the tray moves from the first position to 
the second position and a part of the electric connection 
wire lops and projects out from the body chassis, the 
support member limits a position of the projecting por- 
tion in its height direction. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] 

Fig.1 is a diagram of an entire structure of a disk 
driving apparatus according to an embodiment of 
the present invention as viewed from diagonally 
above with an upper lid of a body chassis removed. 
Fig.2 is a diagram of the disk driving apparatus 
shown in Fig.1 as viewed from below, and the tray 
is in a state in which the tray is pulled out from the 
body chassis (unload position). 
Fig.3 is a diagram of the disk driving apparatus 
shown in Fig.1 as viewed from above, and the tray 
is in a state in which the tray is pushed into the body 
chassis (load position). 

Fig.4 is a diagram of the disk driving apparatus 
shown in Fig.1 as viewed from above, the tray is at 
the unload position and the upper lid of the body 
chassis is removed for showing a connection of an 
inside FFC. 

Fig.5A is a partial plan view for explaining a mount- 
ing operation of a guide member and a support 
member to the tray of the disk driving apparatus 



[0016] As shown in Fig.1, a disk driving apparatus 1 
comprises a body chassis 2 and a tray 3, and is incor- 
porated in a small computer (hereinafter referred to as 
50 parent apparatus). 

[001 7] The body chassis 2 is a box-like structure hav- 
ing an upper lid 2a, and is formed by press forming a 
steel plate. 

[0018] The tray 3 comprises a tray base 4 made of 
55 synthetic resin, and a thread chassis 5 fitted and fixed 
to the tray base 4. The thread chassis 5 comprises a 
thread base 6 made of synthetic resin into which a spin- 
dle motor 50 and a head mechanism are incorporated, 
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and a metal covers 7a (Fig. 1 ) and 7b (Fig. 2) forcovering 
upper and lower surfaces of the thread base 6. As 
shown in a lower portion in Fig. 2, the cover 7b is square 
and constitutes an electric component mounted to the 
tray 3 and a grounding portion which becomes a tray 
side grounding potential. 

[0019] In Fig.1, a reference numeral 8 represents a 
head, and a reference numeral 9 represents a rotary ta- 
ble. The rotary table 9 is driven by a spindle motor 50 
incorporated in the thread base 6. A chuck on which a 
disk is to be mounted projects from a central portion of 
the rotary table 9. 

[0020] The tray 3 can slide straightly forward and 
backward with respect to the body chassis 2 by linear 
guide rails 1 0 mounted to left and right sides of the tray 
base 4. The tray 3 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is in a position 
pulled out from the body chassis 2 (for this position, 
hereinafter referred to as unload position). When the 
tray 3 is at the unload position, the disk can be mounted 
to or removed from the tray 3. 
[0021] In the drawings, arrows Lo indicate a pushing 
direction of the tray 3 toward the body chassis 2. 
[0022] When the tray 3 located at the unload position 
is pushed into the body chassis 2 (see arrow Lo in Fig. 
1), the tray 3 comes to a position substantially super- 
posed on the body chassis 2 as shown in the plan view 
of Fig. 3 (for this position, hereinafter referred to as load 
position), and the tray 3 is locked to the body chassis 2. 
A limit switch 16 mounted to the body chassis 2 (Fig.1) 
detects that the tray 3 reaches the load position. When 
the tray 3 is at the load position, the disk is rotated by 
the spindle motor. In Fig. 3, an arrow Lu indicates a pull- 
ing out direction of the tray 3 from the body chassis 2. 
[0023] A main circuit substrate 11 is mounted to the 
body chassis 2. An auxiliary circuit substrate 12 is 
mounted to the tray 3. A connector 1 3 of the main circuit 
substrate 11 and a connector 14 of the auxiliary circuit 
substrate 12 are interconnected through a flexible flat 
cable (FFC) 15. A command from the parent apparatus 
is analyzed by the main circuit substrate 1 1 on the body 
chassis 2, and transmitted to the auxiliary circuit sub- 
strate 1 2 on the tray 3 . The auxiliary circuit substrate 1 2 
directly controls the spindle motor 50 mounted on the 
tray 3 and a thread motor which moves the head 8, and 
manages input of data to the head 8 or output of data 
from the head 8. 

[0024] The FFC 1 5 is a general-purpose electric con- 
nection wire designed for electronic equipment, and the 
FFC 1 5 is formed by disposing 40 thin conductors in par- 
allel to each other on a resin film into a thin band-like 
shape. The FFC 15 is provided with flat terminals at its 
first end and a second end which is opposite from the 
first end. As the FFC 15, a "Sumi card" (trade name) 
produced by Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd. (Japa- 
nese company) is utilized. The FFC 15 can freely be 
bent, and the FFC 15 has such a rigidity that when it is 
folded back at its arbitrary position in its longitudinal di- 
rection, a part of the FFC 15 folded back has U-shaped 



cross section. 

[0025] In this embodiment, a straight band-like FFC 
15 is used. A manner to apply the FFC 15 to the disk 
driving apparatus 1 will be explained with reference to 
5 Fig.4. 

[0026] The terminal provided on the first end of the 
FFC 15 is connected to the connector 13 of the body 
chassis 2 and then, the FFC 1 5 is extended in the pulling 
out direction of the tray onto the body chassis 2. Then, 
10 the FFC 15 extended onto the body chassis 2 is bent 
leftward along a first bending line a which is inclined at 
an angle of 45° at an intermediate portion of the FFC 
15, and is further bent toward the main circuit substrate 
11 along a second bending line p which is inclined at an 
15 angle of 45°. 

[0027] When a straight line portion of the FFC 1 5 from 
the first end to the first bending line a is called a first 
portion 1 8, and a straight line portion of the FFC 1 5 from 
the second bending line p to the second end is called 
as a second portion 1 7, the first portion 1 8 and the sec- 
ond portion 17 are arranged in parallel to each other 
(see dot lines in Fig.3). 

[0028] The first portion 1 8 of the FFC 1 5, and a portion 
of a triangle having the first bending line a and the sec- 
ond bending line p as two sides thereof are adhered onto 
the body chassis 2 using a double-faced tape or the like. 
[0029] As shown in Figs.1 and 4, the second portion 
17 of the FFC 15 is folded back toward the tray 3, the 
terminal provided on the second end of the FFC 15 is 
connected to the connector 14 of the tray 3. The folded- 
back portion of the FFC 15 (for this portion, hereinafter 
referred to as folded-back curved portion) has a U- 
shaped cross section as shown with a reference numer- 
al 19 in Fig.1. 

[0030] As shown in Figs. 2 and 4, a guide member 20 
and a support member 21 are disposed on an end (rear 
end) of the tray 3 closer to the body chassis 2 at posi- 
tions where they can engage with the second portion 1 7 
of the FFC 15. The guide member 20 and the support 
member 21 will be explained below. 

(First example of the guide member) 

[0031] As shown in Fig.5B, the guide member 20 is 
formed of one wire member of a spring steel, and the 
wire member is bent to form a projecting portion 22, a 
coil-like ring portion 23 and a support portion 24. The 
guide member 20 functions as a twisted coil spring. In 
a state in which the ring portion 23 is fitted to a shaft 
which rises on a lower surface of the tray base 4, as 
shown in Fig.5A, the projecting portion 22 projects rear- 
ward from a rear end edge of the tray 3, and the support 
portion 24 extends forward and abuts against a left side- 
wall of the tray base 4. A front end 24a of the support 
portion 24 comes into contact with the lower cover 7b of 
the thread chassis 5 as shown in Fig. 6. 
[0032] A length of the projecting portion 22 of the 
guide member 20 is set such that even when the tray 3 
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is pulled out to the unload position, its contact point 22a 
exists inside the body chassis 2, i.e., between the upper 
lid 2a and a bottom plate 2b of the body chassis 2. 
Therefore, as shown in Fig. 6, the contact point 22a of 
the proj ecting portion 22 is always in contact with the 
upper lid 2a of the body chassis 2 from a state In which 
the tray 3 Is at the unload position to a state in which the 
tray 3 is at the load position. 

[0033] Therefore, the upper lid 2a of the body chassis 

2 and the lower cover 7b of the thread chassis 5 are 
always connected with each other through the guide 
member 20 which is a conductive material and thus, the 
grounding state on the side of the thread chassis 5 can 
always be secured. 

[0034] The projecting portion 22 of the guide member 
20 is disposed between the second portion 17 of the 
FFC 1 5 and the upper lid 2a of the body chassis 2. Since 
Fig.4 is a plan view showing a state in which the upper 
lid 2a is removed from the body chassis 2, the projecting 
portion 22 of the guide member 20 can be seen above 
the second portion 17 of the FFC 15. 
[0035] When the tray 3 located at the unload position 
is pushed toward the body chassis 2, as the tray 3 
moves rearward, a folded-back curved portion 19 
formed in the second portion 17 of the FFC 15 also 
moves rearward gradually. As the folded-back curved 
portion 1 9 moves rearward, a radius of curvature of the 
folded-back curved portion 1 9 tries to gradually increase 
by the rigidity of the FFC 1 5. However, as shown in Figs. 
1 and 4, since the projecting portion 22 of the guide 
member 20 lies down above the FFC 15 near the folded- 
back curved portion 19, the swelling up motion of the 
folded-back curved portion 1 9 is suppressed by the pro- 
jecting portion 22 of the guide member 20, Therefore, 
when the tray 3 is moved from the unload position to the 
load position, (also when the tray 3 is moved from the 
load position to the unload position) , the FFC 15 is pre- 
vented from coming into contact with the upper lid 2a 
and rubbing against the upper lid 2a. 
[0036] Since both the second portion 17 of the FFC 
15 and the projecting portion 22 of the guide member 
20 move at the same speed as a sliding speed of the 
tray 3, no relative movement is generated between the 
proj ecting portion 22 of the guide member 20 and the 
second portion 1 7 of the FFC 1 5 when pushing the tray 

3 toward the body chassis 2 or pulling out the tray 3 from 
the body chassis 2. 

[0037] Therefore, the projecting portion 22 of the 
guide member 20 prevents the second portion 1 7 of the 
FFC 1 5 from swelling toward the upper lid 2a of the sec- 
ond portion 1 7, thereby preventing the FFC 1 5 from rub- 
bing against the upper lid 2a, and the projecting portion 
22 does not rub against the FFC 15. 
[0038] As described above, when the tray 3 is at the 
unload position, the proj ecting portion 22 of the guide 
member 20 proj ects rearward from the rear end edge 
of the tray 3 (Fig. 5A) , but when the tray 3 is pushed 
into the body chassis 2 to the load position, the project- 



ing portion 22 of the guide member 20 abuts against a 
part of the body chassis 2 and is resiliently deformed. 
As a result, as shown with dotted lines in Fig.5A, the 
projecting portion 22 is accommodated in the tray base 
5 4. 

[0039] A reaction force of the support portion 24 
caused by the resilient deformation of the projecting por- 
tion 22 of the guide member 20 is received by a sidewall 
of the tray base 4. Therefore, when the tray 3 is at the 
10 load position, resilience acts on the projecting portion 
22 and the tray 3 is always pushed in the pulling out 
direction with respect to the body chassis 2. 
[0040] As explained above, the guide member 20 in- 
cludes the projection which restrains the swelling up mo- 
'5 tion of the second portion of the FFC 15 toward the up- 
per lid 2a. The guide member 20 also has a function for 
always pushing the tray 3 at the load position toward the 
unload position with respect to the body chassis 2. 
[0041] As shown in Fig.1 , a tip end of the projecting 
portion 22 of the guide member 20 fixed to the tray 3 
comes to a position away from the folded-back curved 
portion 19 of the FFC 15 in the pulling out direction of 
the tray 3 by a certain distance. In this regards, however, 
the projecting portion 22 may have any size and any at- 
titude as far as the projecting portion 22 of the guide 
member 20 is between the upper lid 2a and the FFC 1 5 
and the FFC 1 5 can be prevented from coming into con- 
tact with the upper lid 2a. 

[0042] When the tray 3 is accommodated at the load 
position, as shown in Fig.3 (dotted line in Fig.5A), the 
tip end of the projecting portion 22 of the guide member 
20 is pushed against the body chassis 2 and resiliently 
deformed so that the projecting portion 22 can be pulled 
onto the tray 3. Therefore, in a state in which the tray 3 
is pushed into the load position and locked, the project- 
ing portion 22 of the guide member 20 always pushes 
the tray 3 by its resilience toward the unload position. 
Thus, when the locked state of the tray 3 with respect 
to the body chassis 2 is released, the projecting portion 
22 of the guide member 20 pushes the tray 3 toward the 
unload position by its resilience. 
[0043] Further, the projecting portion 22 of the guide 
member 20 rotates the tray 3 at the load position on the 
body chassis 2 (in a horizontal plane) and pushes the 
tray 3 against a sidewall of the body chassis 2. As a 
result, a shake of the tray 3 with respect to the body 
chassis 2 which may be caused by friction between the 
tray 3 and the sidewall of the body chassis 2 is re- 
strained. In this case, in order to prevent the tray 3 from 
actually turning with respect to the body chassis 2, a 
positioning resilient material may be disposed between 
the tray 3 and the sidewall of the body chassis 2. 

(support member) 

[0044] The support member 21 is provided for pre- 
venting the second portion 1 7 of the FFC 1 5 from loping 
from the gap formed between the body chassis 2 and 
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the lower cover 7b of the thread chassis 5. 
[0045] This support member 21 is formed by bending 
a spring steel wire material which has weaker repulsion 
than that of the wire material of the guide member 20. 
As shown in Fig. 5A, the support member 21 includes a 
projecting portion 25, a ring portion 26 and a support 
portion 27. The ring portion 26 of the support member 

21 is fitted into a shaft projecting from a rear end (end 
closer to the body chassis 2) of the lower cover 7b of 
the thread chassis 5, and the support portion 27 is fixed 
to the lower cover 7b, thereby allowing the proj ecting 
portion 25 to proj ect rearward from the lower cover 7b. 
As shown in Fig.5A, the projecting direction of the pro- 
jecting portion 25 of the support member 21 is different 
from the lengthwise direction of the projecting portion 

22 of the guide member 20 by about 90°. 

[0046] When the tray 3 is at the unload position, as 
shown in Figs. 2 and 1 2\ a relatively large gap W is gen- 
erated between the rear end of the lower cover 7b of the 
thread chassis 5 and a front end of the body chassis 2. 
As a result, the second portion 17 of the FFC 15 lops 
and tries to come out from the gap W. However, the sup- 
port member 21 is mounted to the lower cover 7b of the 
thread chassis 5 and the projecting portion 25 is located 
on the side of the lower surface of the second portion 
1 7 of the FFC 1 5 as shown in Fig.1 2, the second portion 
17 of the FFC 15 is prevented from loping. 
[0047] When the tray 3 moves from the unload posi- 
tion (Fig. 12) tothe load position (Fig. 13) towardthe body 
chassis 2, the projecting portion 25 of the support mem- 
ber 21 also moves backward together with the tray 3, 
thereby keep preventing the second portion 17 of the 
FFC 15 from loping. However, since the moving speed 
of the folded-back curved portion 19 of the FFC 15 is 
half of the moving speed of the tray 3, wen the tray 3 
approaches the load position, the projecting portion 25 
of the support member 21 catches up with the folded- 
back curved portion 1 9 of the FFC 1 5. When the tray 3 
further moves toward the load position, the projecting 
portion 25 of the support member 21 enters into the fold- 
ed-back curved portion 1 9 of the FFC 15, and when the 
tray 3 reaches the load position, the projecting portion 
25 of the support member 21 is pushed forward by the 
folded-back curved portion 19 of the FFC 15 as shown 
in Fig. 13, and is resiliently deformed as shown with the 
dotted line In Fig.5A. 

(Second example of the guide member) 

[0048] An example of a guide member 20' different 
from the guide member 20 described above will be ex- 
plained with reference to Figs. 7 to 11 . 
[0049] As shown in Figs.7 and 10, the guide member 
20' of this example is mounted to a substantially trian- 
gular portion (hereinafter referred to as triangular plane) 
of a lower surface of the tray base 4, surrounded by a 
rear end edge 4a, a left edge (rising edge 44) of the tray 
base 4 and an outer peripheral wall (arc wall 46) of a 



disk-receiving recess. 

[0050] As shown in Fig.1 0, the triangular plane of the 
tray base 4 is provided at its rear end portion with a 
screw seat 42, and formed with a rectangular notch 43 

5 which opens toward the rear end. A screw seat 45 
projects from a portion of the left edge (rising edge 44) 
of the tray base 4 closer to the arc wall 46. A portion of 
the arc wall 46 closer to the rear end edge 4a of the tray 
base 4 is formed with an engaging hole 47. 

w [0051] The guide member 20' comprises a slide plate 

28 (Fig. 9) having a substantially triangular plane, a 
guide plate 29 (Fig. 8) having a substantially triangular 
plane, and a coil spring 30. Each of the slide plate 28 
and the guide plate 29 has a shape corresponding to 

'5 the triangular plane of the tray base 4. 

[0052] As shown in Fig. 9 (and Fig. 7), a plane of the 
slide plate 28 is formed with a front contact portion 33 
and a rear contact portion 34, and a rectangular guide 
hole 35 extends in the longitudinal direction. The slide 

20 plate 28 is formed at its rear end with an engaging edge 

31 , and at its left end with a guide edge 32. A first spring 
receiver 36 projects from a front end of the guide edge 

32. As shown in Fig. 11 , the front contact portion 33 is 
formed by cutting and rising the plane of the slide plate 

25 28, thereby allowing a pawl to project downward, and 
the rear contact portion 34 is formed by cutting and rising 
the plane, thereby allowing a pawl upward. 
[0053] As shown in Fig.8 (and Fig. 7), the guide plate 

29 is formed at its left end with a rail edge 37. A second 
30 spring receiver 38 projects from a rear end of the rail 

edge 37. A front end of the guide plate 29 is formed with 
a mounting portion 39 which is higher than the plane of 
the guide plate 29. A projection 40 projects from a right 
end of the guide plate 29 downward. The plane of the 
35 guide plate 29 is formed with a screw hole 41 . 

[0054] Thereupon, by bringing the guide hole 35 (Fig. 
9) of he slide plate 28 into engagement with the screw 
seat 42 (Fig. 10) provided on the tray base 4, the slide 
plate 28 is mounted to the lower surface of the tray base 
40 4 such that the slide plate 28 can slide in the longitudinal 
direction with respect to the tray base 4 (Fig. 1 1 ). At that 
time, the screw seat 42 functions as a guide when the 
slide plate 28 slides. 

[0055] Next, the guide plate 29 (Fig.8) is superposed 
45 on the lower surface of the slide plate 28, the projection 
40 is inserted into the engaging hole 47 of the arc wall 
46 of the tray base 4, and a screw passing through the 
screw hole formed in the mounting portion 39 of the 
guide plate 29 is threaded into the screw seat 45 of the 
50 tray base 4 (Fig. 11). Further, the screw passing through 
the screw hole 41 of the guide plate 29 is threaded into 
the screw seat 42 of the tray base 4. When the mounting 
portion 39 of the guide plate 29 is fixed to the screw seat 
45 of the tray base 4 by the screw, as shown in Fig.1 1 , 
55 the lower cover 7b of the thread chassis 5 is also fixed 
to the screw seat 45 of the tray base 4 by the screw. 
[0056] The guide edge 32 of the slide plate 28 dis- 
posed between the tray base 4 and the guide plate 29 
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is sandwiched between the rail edge 37 of the guide 
plate 29 and the rising edge 44 of the tray base 4 and 
can move in the longitudinal direction, 
[0057] As shown in Fig. 7, the coil spring 30 is extend- 
ed between the first spring receiver 36 of the slide plate 
28 and the second spring receiver 38 of the guide plate 
29. 

[0058] When the tray 3 is at the unload position, or 
when the tray 3 is moving from the unload position to- 
ward the load position, as shown in Fig.1 1 , the engaging 
edge 31 of the slide plate 28 and the rear portion con- 
nected to the engaging edge 31 project rearward from 
between the guide piate 29 and the tray base 4 and pre- 
vent the second portion 1 7 of the FFC 1 5 from swelling 
toward the upper lid 2a. 

[0059] When the tray 3 is pushed into the body chas- 
sis 2 and reaches the load position, the engaging edge 
31 of the slide plate 28 abuts against the body chassis 

2 and the slide plate 28 is pushed forward, and is pulled 
in between the guide plate 29 and the tray base 4. With 
the motion of this slide plate 28, the coil spring 30 ex- 
tended between the first spring receiver 36 of the slide 
plate 28 and the second spring receiver 38 of the guide 
plate 29 extends. Therefore, in a state in which the tray 

3 (tray base 4) is pushed up to the load position and 
locked, the slide plate 28 of the guide member 20' al- 
ways pushes the tray 3 toward the load position by re- 
silience of the coil spring 30. 

[0060] As shown in Fig. 1 1 , the tray 3 moves from the 
unload position to the load position and the rear contact 
portion 34 of the slide plate 28 is always in contact with 
the upper lid 2a, and the front contact portion 33 comes 
into contact with the guide plate 29. Therefore, the lower 
cover 7b of the tray base 4 and the body chassis 2 are 
always electrically conducted through the guide plate 29 
and the slide plate 28. 

[0061] In the example shown in Fig. 7, the coil spring 
30 extended between the first spring receiver 36 of the 
slide plate 28 and the second spring receiver 38 of the 
guide plate 29 is disposed in parallel to the sliding direc- 
tion of the tray 3. Alternatively, when the coil spring 30 
is disposed at a certain angle with respect to the sliding 
direction of the tray 3, the resilience of the coil spring 30 
acts such as to rotate the tray 3 at the load position on 
the body chassis 2 (in the horizontal plane) and pushes 
against the sidewall of the body chassis 2. As a result, 
shake of the tray 3 with respect to the body chassis 2 is 
suppressed by the friction between the tray 3 and the 
sidewall of the body chassis 2. 



Claims 

1 . A disk driving apparatus having a body chassis, and 
a tray which can slide between a first position where 
the tray is pulled out from the body chassis and a 
second position where the tray is pushed into the 
body chassis, the apparatus further comprising: 



a flexible electric connection wire for electrically 
connecting an electronic component mounted 
to the tray and an electronic component mount- 
ed to the body chassis with each other; and 
5 a guide member disposed between a part of the 

body chassis and the electric connection wire 
for preventing the electric connection wire and 
the body chassis from coming into contact with 
each other, 

10 

wherein when the tray is separated away from 
the second position toward the first position by a 
predetermined distance or more, the guide member 
projects from the tray to prevent the electric con- 
's nection wire from coming into contact with the body 
chassis, and when the tray moves toward the sec- 
ond position and a distance between the tray and 
the second position becomes the predetermined or 
less, a projecting amount of the guide member from 
20 the tray is reduced. 

2. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the guide member functions as a pushing 
spring for pushing out the tray toward the first posi- 

25 tion. 

3. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 1 or 
2, wherein by bringing a portion of the guide mem- 
ber into contact with the body chassis, a conductive 

30 member of the tray and a conductive part of the 
body chassis are electrically connected with each 
other through the guide member. 

4. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 3, 
35 wherein 

when the tray moves between the first posi- 
tion and the second position, the guide member is 
always in contact with the body chassis. 

40 5, The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 
claims 1 to 4, wherein when the tray is at the second 
position, the tray is always pushed by the guide 
member against the body chassis in a direction in 
which the tray rotates. 

45 

6. The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 
claims 1 to 5, wherein the guide member is a slide 
plate which can slide with respect to the tray. 

50 7. The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 
claims 1 to 5, further comprising a support member 
which guides a surface of the electric connection 
wire opposite from a surface which is guided by the 
guide member as the tray moves. 

55 

8. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 6 or 
7, wherein the support member is provided on the 
tray. 
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9. The disk driving apparatus having a body chassis, 
and a tray which can slide between a first position 
where the tray is pulled out from the body chassis 
and a second position where the tray is pushed into 
the body chassis, the disk apparatus further com- 
prising a support member for limiting a position in a 
height direction of the electric connection wire 
which projects from inside to outside of the body 
chassis together with the tray. 

10. The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 
claims 1 to 8, wherein the guide member is formed 
of linear spring member. 



the spring. 

18. The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 
claims 1 to 17, wherein the electric connection wire 
is a flexible printed cable (FPC). 

19. The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 
claims 1 to 1 7, wherein the electric connection wire 
is a flexible flat cable (FFC). 
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11. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the guide member is formed of a twisted 
coil spring. 



15 



12. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein the guide member comprises a ring portion 
having a coil-shape which is disposed in the tray 
and wound at least once, a support portion formed 
integrally with the ring portion and disposed in the 
tray, and a projecting portion which is integrally 
formed with the ring portion and which projects from 
the tray, the projecting portion preventing the elec- 
tric connection wire from being connected to the 
body chassis. 
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13. The disk driving apparatus according to any one of 30 
claims 6 to 9, wherein the support member includes 
a position-limiting section which abuts against the 
electric connection wire and limits its position, at 
least the position-limiting section can move in the 
moving direction of the tray. 35 



14. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the support member includes a spring por- 
tion which pushes the position-limiting section to- 
ward the second position. 40 

15. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein the support member is integrally formed 
with the position-limiting section and the spring por- 
tion. 45 

16. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein the support member is integrally formed 
with a spring wire material. 

50 

17. The disk driving apparatus according to claim 16, 

wherein the electric connection wire includes 
a U-shaped folded-back portion which is opened to- 
ward the first position as viewed from a lateral di- 
rection of the tray, and when the support member 55 
abuts against an inner side of the U-shaped folded- 
back portion, the position-limiting section is moved 
toward the first position against a pushing force of 
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